A multicenter study of overdentures supported by Brånemark implants.
Nine clinical centers participated in a prospective study of overdentures supported by Brånemark implants in the maxilla or mandible. The study initially comprised 133 patients provided with 117 implants placed in the maxilla and 393 implants placed in the mandible. The preliminary results indicate a success rate in the mandible comparable with the reports on fixed prostheses. Conversely, overdenture treatment in the maxilla seems to be less favorable than previous reports of fixed restorations. The differences between the fixed and the present overdentures in the maxilla were mainly based on differences in patient selection and bone quality. A total of 32 implants was mobile and removed and another 29 implants were lost to follow-up because of patient dropout up to the first annual checkup after denture placement. A higher implant failure rate occurred in the maxilla. Mucosal reactions were also more unfavorable around implants placed in the maxilla.